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P R I00930Z MAY 78 
PM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 241 
INTO AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
USMISSION GENEVA 

CONPIDENTIAL SINGAPORE 2097 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: REP, SN, UN (VAM CO 24) 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR RESETTLEMENT IN US POR ALLEGED HIJACKERS 
OP VAM CO 24 

REF: A) SINGAPORE 1904. B) STATE 101 150, C) SINGAPORE 1712, 

D) SINGAPORE 1626 

1 . AS REPORTED BY REPTELS, THE VIETNAMESE PREIGHTER VAM CO 24 
WAS APPARENTLY HIJACKED BY SIX CREW MEMBERS AND A PASSENGER. 

2. UPON ARRIVAL AT SINGAPORE, APRIL 9, 1978, THE ALLEGED 
HIJACKERS PEACEFULLY SURRENDERED TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

3. OP THE 34 PEOPLE ABOARD VAM CO 24, 13 PASSENGERS WERE 
ACCEPTED FOR RESETTLEMENT BY AUSTRALIA, 13 WANTED TO RETURN 
TO VIETNAM (REPTEL B), AND 8 BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN 
HIJACKING WERE REPERRED TO THE EMBASSY BY THE UNHCR. 

4. KWOK SIU YIN, UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE IN SINGAPORE REPORTED 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SINGAP 02097 101031Z 

TO CONOPF ON 5/6/78 THAT HE BELIEVED THE HIJACK STORY WAS A 
PABRICATION INVENTED TO ALLOW THE PEIPLE WHO CHANGED THEIR MINDS 
ABOUT LEAVING VIETNAM TO RETURN SAFELY. 

5. UNHCR HAS PORMALLY PRESENTED THE BIO DATA OP THE 

SIX CREW MEMBERS AND ONE PASSENGER (LATTER ACCOMPANIED 
BY HIS TWO YEAR OLD SON) WHO HAVE REQUESTED RESETTLE- 
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MENT IN THE US TO THE EMBASSY. BIO DATA HAS ALSO BEEN 
PRESENTED TO OTHER COUNTRIES FOR CONSIDERATION. 

7. DEPARTMENT'S DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR 
HUMANITARIAN PAROLE IN ACCORDANCE WITH PARA 2 REFTEL B 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED. VISA FALCONS AND BIO DATA SENT 
TODAY. GOS ANXIOUS ABOUT OUTCOME OF THEIR REQUEST, HAS 
REPEATEDLY INQUIRED ABOUT THE ALLEGED HIJACKERS APPLICATION 
FOR RESETTLEMENT SINCE RECEIPT OF THE UNHCR REFERRAL. 

PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST. 

HOLDRIDGE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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